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Section I 

 

Introduction 

In today’s world, technology is ever more prevalent. Nearly everywhere you go, people are using 

computers or tablets to complete their work. I, personally, use a computer nearly all day long, 

every day, whether it is checking scores or typing emails.  Keyboarding skills are a seemingly 

more and more necessary life skill. Based on a preliminary canvas of community stakeholders, 

physical keyboards and the needed skills to use them are incredibly valuable to productivity 

within the workforce. With the advent and prolific use of tablets, touch-screens, and 

smartphones, are students losing these keyboarding skills?  

Area of Focus Statement 

The purpose of this study is to discern if requiring students to use physical keyboards throughout 

their school day will help to improve their overall typing skills (accuracy and words per minute). 

Research Questions 

How would requiring students to only use the physical keyboards provided instead of "swiping" 

on an on-screen keyboard improve student typing skills?  

● How does already being familiar with at least the layout of a keyboard (on-screen 

keyboards are usually the same QWERTY layout as physical keyboards) affect the typing 

skills of students vs those who are not familiar? 

● How do students feels about typing overall? 
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● What extra resources are there for helping students develop their typing skills? 

● What do community stakeholders think about typing skills? 

Related Literature 

Most of the related literature I found is about how keyboarding may affect development of 

students, how it relates to the English Language Arts, and if it contributes to technology anxiety. 

There was very little research that related directly to my research questions. However, I did find 

some literature helpful, such as information about touch-typing and keyboard covers vs. no 

keyboard covers. Please see the ​Literature Matrix​. 

Description of Intervention 

The intervention that will be put into place will be two-fold: 

1. Students will only be allowed to use a physical keyboard vs. “swiping” on an on-screen 

keyboard. 

2. Students will participate daily in a keyboarding program to be decided by the teaching 

team and administration. 

a. Data from student use of the keyboarding program will be collected and assist in 

determining next steps for each student individually.  
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Section II 

 

Overview of Data Collection Strategies 

My overall data collection approach is a series of surveys filled out by various stakeholders, 

including teachers, students, families, and community workforce.  

Data Sources 

My major data sources are the answers to a series of surveys filled out by various stakeholders, 

as well as keyboarding skill tests administered to students. Please see the ​Data Collection Matrix​. 

Data Analysis Plans 

To analyze the data, I would code the surveys, interviews, and observations for commonalities. 

Please see this ​Sample Survey​. I would also use descriptive statistics to interpret the outcomes of 

the keyboarding tests. Please see the ​Data Analysis Matrix​. 
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Section III 

 

Action Plan Questions 

1. The other people involved in my action research project would be my administrator and a 

few other teachers. They would assist in the administration and collection of data - 

mostly the keyboarding tests. Students would, of course, be part of the research, as the 

data will be collected from them specifically. 

2. Prior to undertaking my project, I would need my administrator’s permission. Since the 

research would occur throughout the regular course of a school day, all I would require is 

the “ok” to go ahead and survey the stakeholders. The keyboarding tests are already 

occurring in my regular classes. 

3. The projected timeline for: 

a. Collecting data: 1 week 

b. Analyzing data: 1 week 

c. Interpreting data: 1 week 

4. The projected timeline for developing my recommended actions is 2-3 weeks. 

5. My overall strategy for implementing any recommended actions would be to: 

a. Call a meeting with my teaching team and administrator 

b. Present data collected and recommendations 

c. Decide if a monetary budget is required 

d. Devise a team plan for who implements what beginning at the next quarter 
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e. Plan dates for further data collection 

6. My process for ongoing monitoring would be to continue to collect data through 

keyboarding skills and to periodically survey community stakeholders. Parents and staff 

can be surveyed during our twice yearly school survey. Community workforce can be 

surveyed with our yearly wishlist mailer. 
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